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Returns sufficiently complete to leave no doubt
of Jackson's election reached the Hermitage on the
9th of December, That afternoon, Lewis, Carroll,
and a few other members of the "general head-
quarters staff" gathered at the Jackson home to
review the situation and look over the bulky cor-
respondence that had come in. "General Jack-
son, " reports Lewis, "showed no elation. In fact,
he had for some time considered his election certain,
the only question in his mind being the extent of
the majority. When he finished looking over the
summary by States, his only remark was that
Isaac Hill, considering the odds against him, had
done wonders in New Hampshire!"

When, two weeks later, the final returns were
received, leading Tennesseeans decided to give a
reception, banquet, and ball which would outshine
any social occasion in the annals of the Southwest.
Just as arrangements were completed, however,
Mrs. Jackson, who had long been in failing health,
suffered an attack of heart trouble; and at the very
hour when the General was to have been received,
amid all the trappings of civil and military splen-
dor, with the huzzas of his neighbors, friends, and
admirers, he was sitting tearless, speechless, and
almost expressionless by the corpse of his life